
Rear Admiral (Ret) Samuel P. De Bow, Jr. 

Senior Advisor 

 Executive Assistant to the Deputy Undersecretary of Commerce for 
Oceans and Atmosphere, assisting in the management of NOAA’s 
$4 billion budget 

 Chief of the Hydrographic Surveys Division at NOAA’s Office of 
Coast Survey. Sam’s primary responsibility was to provide 
guidance for NOAA’s hydrographic survey operation in support of 
the national Nautical Charting program. 

 Commanding officer of the NOAA ship RUDE during recovery of 
TWA Flight 800 (1996) 

Education 

MS, Navy Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, CA 

BS, Drexel University 

Memberships and citations 

During his final year as director of 

NOAA operations, NOAA ships and 
aircraft had a 95 percent mission 

readiness record. 

Senior executive fellow at Harvard 
University’s John F. Kennedy School 

of Government 

Member, Mississippi River 
Commission (confirmed by the US 

Senate) 

Received two individual Department of 
Commerce Silver Medals, a NOAA 

Bronze Medal (NOAA’s highest 
award), and the NOAA Administrator’s 

Award 

Major practice areas 

Energy 

Contact 

sdebow@dawsonassociates.com 

1225 I Street, NW | Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20005 | (202) 289-2060 | www.dawsonassociates.com 

Few people understand the complexities of federal and state ocean and
maritime issues, including offshore wind farm regulations, as well as
Rear Admiral Sam De Bow.

Other Experience

 
During nearly 30 years at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
including 7 years in senior leadership positions. Sam oversaw NOAA’s emergence as an
international leader in using differential GPS, high-resolution side scan sonar, and shallow water
multi-beam systems to survey the sea floor. During his Federal career, Sam conducted
hydrographic surveys throughout U.S. coastal waters as part of NOAA’s national nautical
charting database.
 
Sam also oversaw NOAA’s $200 million annual budget supporting the operations and
maintenance of its research ships, aircraft and Commissioned Officers corps.
 
After retiring from NOAA, Sam became Director of the Center of Excellence for Research on
Offshore Renewable Energy at the University of Rhode Island, Graduate School of
Oceanography. There he directed the research for a $10 million marine spatial planning effort
that led to the first offshore windfarm in the US off Block Island.
 
Sam is currently under contract to the NOAA Office of Coast Survey as a Enterprise Digital
Product Manger supporting NOAA’s Nautical Charting Program.
 
Sam is also active with the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.  Since
2015, he has been a member of the Academies’ Marine Board and he currently serves as a
member of the Autonomous Ships, Vehicles, and Shipping / Future of Navigation Team as well
as the Offshore Wind Energy Team.

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/



